T.J. Cross Engineers Partners with GlassPoint on First Commercial Solar Enhanced Oil Recovery Project

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. — February 24, 2011 [12:10pm PT]— GlassPoint, a provider of solar steam generators for enhanced oil recovery (EOR), today announced the commissioning of its inaugural commercial project on the Berry Petroleum Company’s 21Z property in McKittrick, California. T.J. Cross Engineers, Inc., a professional services firm specializing in engineering, design and consulting, aided in the design of GlassPoint’s Kern County 21Z Solar Project, the first operational solar EOR project in the world. 

The Bakersfield-based company drew on its extensive experience in heavy oilfield facility design to create the heat transfer system for GlassPoint’s 21Z project. Optimized for use in rugged oilfield environments, the installation represents the first commercially available solar thermal innovation in decades, and marks a major step forward for the EOR industry.  

“Collaborating with best-in-class partners like T.J. Cross Engineers was key to the swift and efficient completion of our 21Z project,” said Rod MacGregor, CEO of GlassPoint. “From concept to completion, T.J. Cross’ talented team provided invaluable insight into the design considerations needed to bring this project online on a tight timeframe. Our first project proved to be a great success, and we look forward to additional partnerships in the future.” 

Stuart Heisler, P.E., a principal at T.J. Cross and the company’s chief process/controls engineer and engineering manager, was also present at the commissioning event. Heisler has played a vital role in developing innovative oilfield solutions throughout a career spanning nearly three decades, and worked closely with GlassPoint to complete the 21Z project. 

“We designed this project with the needs of oilfield operators in mind and developed a solution that is well suited to deployment in harsh environments,” said Heisler. “Solar EOR technologies are critical to meeting the needs of oilfield operators around the world, and the team at T.J. Cross looks forward to working alongside GlassPoint to serve this growing market.” 

GlassPoint’s solar steam generators deliver steam at a constant price for the entire 30-year life of the system. When oilfields are developed with the certainty of low-cost, fixed-price steam, recovery strategies can be optimized to produce more oil over the lifetime of the field, greatly enhancing the value of the asset.

About GlassPoint 
GlassPoint is the leading provider of solar steam generators to the oil and gas industry. When used for Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR) GlassPoint solar steam generators reduce natural gas consumption by up to 80%, releasing large amounts of gas for use in higher value applications.  This is only possible because, unlike previous solar designs, GlassPoint steam generators deliver steam at a lower cost than steam produced by burning natural gas.  GlassPoint’s steam generators are sealed for protection from sand, dust, dirt and high humidity typical of oilfield environments throughout the world.  GlassPoint is headquartered in Fremont, California with offices in Bakersfield, California, Muscat, Oman and Shenzhen, China. For more information, visit www.glasspoint.com.

About T.J. Cross Engineers, Inc. 

T.J. Cross Engineers, Inc. is a professional technical services firm specializing in engineering, design, and consulting activities for heavy industry. T.J. Cross provides these services in all engineering disciplines and focuses their services on conventional and alternative energy (including oil and gas, solar thermal, bio-mass, bio-diesel, bio-methane, co-generation, geothermal and wind), petrochemical, mining, power generation, water, and wastewater facilities. T.J. Cross is best known as a premier provider of engineering and technology support services to the upstream oil and gas industry, and was honored as an Engineering News Record Top 500 Engineering Firm for calendar years 2008, 2009, and 2010.  The firm has offices in Bakersfield and Ventura, Calif.  For additional information, please go to www.tjcross.com.
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